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annexation, and his counsels were not lost on Ma-
zarin. By the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648, six
years after Richelieu's death, this province, with
some reservations, was ceded to France. It was an
acquisition of vast importance, for it carried the
boundary line to the Rhine and strengthened France
where she was most exposed to invasion. Between
Spain and Italy the Pyrenees and the Alps were
sufficient boundaries, and seemed to be the line of
demarcation fixed by nature. At the east no such
dividing lines were placed. Germany was the
neighbour from which France had most to fear, and
the wavering and changing boundaries between
the two countries have marked the fluctuations of
French and German ascendancy. Alsace has since
become a part of the German Empire, but for two
centuries it added to the strength of the French
kingdom.

When Richelieu died, Lorraine was in the posses-
sion of France, and the Cardinal regarded the acqui-
sition of that province as practically accomplished.
The French held it for more than twenty years, when
it was again surrendered to the dukes of Lorraine.
It is doubtful if the Cardinal would have approved
such a step or have consented to it. It was not,
however, of large importance. For most purposes,
Lorraine was a portion of France for a century be-
fore its formal annexation. After the acquisition of
Alsace, French territory bounded Lorraine on three
sides; even the most unruly of dukes could with
difficulty assume a position of hostility toward a
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